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represented in the fullest manner in this House, Members were in
the closest touch with their constituents, and were united, I think
unanimously, and the Irish Members, north and south, voted for
the War, and not only for the War but for all the measures, severe
as they were, necessary for sustaining it in its opening stages.
I remember well that Ireland was described at that time as
the one bright spot in the world. Undoubtedly, we enjoyed the
friendship and comradeship of the Irish nation at that time, and
undoubtedly it was signified in the most formal manner by all
their representatives, but that did not prevent the dark forces of
the Irish underworld from trying to strike us in the back in the
most critical and dangerous period of the struggle. After the
War a painful conflict followed, in which we made a Treaty «with
those same forces, and of that Treaty I am one of the few remaining
signatories. An Irish Parliament, freely assembled, accepted the
Treaty by a majority* That Treaty has been kept in the letter
and the spirit by Great Britain, but the Treaty has been violated
and repudiated in every detail by Mr. de Valera, quite consistently,
because he had already rebelled against his colleagues who had made
the Treaty in his despite. He has repudiated, practically for all
purposes, the Crown. He has repudiated appeal to the Privy
Council. He has repudiated the financial arrangement. He
claims to have set up an independent sovereign Republic for Ireland,
and he avows his determination to have all Ireland subject to that
independent Republic*
His Majesty's Government, supported by the Conservative
Party and tne Opposition Parties,have now accepted Mr.de Valera's
claim practically without challenge, except for the fact that they
are not prepared to put pressure upon Ulster to make her leave
the United Kingdom. No doubt they would defend Ulster with
all their strength if she were violently attacked. All the rest of
the contentions of Mr, de Valera are, it seems to me, tacitly or
directly accepted, I think that is a fair statement of the position.
I have for a great many years walked in step and in agreement
with my right hon. Friend the Prime Minister on the Irish question.
I remember when I was conducting the Irish Free State Bill through
this House the resolute support which he gave to that Government
as a Private Member,, speaking from below the Gangway, at the
most painful and the most difficult part of that process, immediately
after Sir Henry Wilson had been murdered close by this House, in
Eaton Square* In 1925 we were both Members of the same Govern-
ment, when Mr. Justice Feetham's Boundary Commission gave an
award which deeply disappointed the Irish Ministers. On that
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